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Scientific Writing and Editing seminar, 25-26 March 2018
2018 Annual Meeting of the Phytopathological Society of Japan

Presented by Dr. Beth E. Hazen, Willows End scientific editing and writing

This 4-h seminar is relevant for manuscript reviewers, published authors and new authors starting to write
a research article. Dr. Hazen has been a professional manuscript editor for the Phytopathological Society
of Japan, American Journal of Botany, Journal of Forestry Research, and scientists submitting
manuscripts to international journals for more than 20 years. She has a PhD in plant pathology (Cornell
University).
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Seminar participants receive a copy of the seminar text and may request Scientific Writing and Editing, a
more extensive review of pertinent grammar, terminology, punctuation, and style for plant scientists
written by Dr. Hazen.

Sunday, 25 March 2018, 14 pm - 16 pm

Manuscript review for reviewers and authors

This overview focuses on appropriate content and major problems in each section of the manuscript,
including equations, tables and figures. Examples from actual manuscripts illustrate problems and
solutions.

Monday, 26 March 2018, 10 am - 12 pm

Writing an abstract, live editing of submitted abstracts

In this popular seminar, authors and participants watch as their abstracts are edited by Dr. Hazen and
learn what questions arise, what’s missing, what’s good, not so good. This seminar is especially
appropriate for entire lab groups, from senior scientists to new graduate students. See the guidelines on
writing the abstract and how to submit it for editing at the end of the seminar schedule.

- Guidelines for writing your abstract-
Premise of the study. Write two or three sentences on the background of the research question or
hypothesis and the rationale/need for the study. This section orients the reader to previous research, the

organism(s) studied, the primary research question and the need to answer the question.

Methods. Write one or two sentences on the main approach, method(s), and/or technigque(s) used to
answer the research question. Expand this section if the research is on methodology.

Key results. Write two or three sentences on the primary significant findings.

Conclusions. Write one or two sentences on the main conclusion based on your evidence and
significance/importance of the findings.

Use present tense for published or known facts; use past tense for information about the present study.

E-mail your abstract to Dr. Hazen (behazen@gmail.com, behazen@willowsend.net). We will
analyze the abstracts during the workshop in the order that | receive them, so send them early. | can
accept abstracts for the workshop through the evening before the workshop, or you can bring them on a
flash drive before the workshop begins, but we may not have time to edit your abstract.
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